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read that 'the friendship of the two States shall remain
unshaken until the end of time, till the sun and moon have
finished their revolving career'; and in the convention of
amity and commerce concluded in 1833 between the United
States of America and Siam we find the following clause :
'The Siamese and the citizens of the United States of
America shall with sincerity hold commercial intercourse
in the ports of their respective nations as long as heaven and
earth shall endure.'

The Arab conquests of the seventh, eighth, and ninth
centuries resulted in a considerable change in Byzantine
trade and commerce. The economic prosperity of the early
Roman , .Empire had been undermined by the internal
anarchy of the third century as well as by the barbarian
migrations into the Western provinces of the fourth and
fifth centuries. In the sixth century the Emperor Justinian
gave new life to the foreign trade of his Empire, especially
in the East. But a fatal blow to the economic power of

South was inflicted by the Arabs,
^ the Empire the. richest and most vital
life was most highly developed.

Arab pirates with headquarters in Crete made the Medi-
terranean so insecure for sailing that traders were forced to
give up their ships and run the risk of long land journeys,
which themselves were not always safe or comfortable, in
order to escape 'the Mavrousian barbarians', as the Life of
St. Gregory the Decapolite puts it.1
At first sight it might be thought that the whole economic
structure of the Near East collapsed, and that trade relations
with the East came to a close. But this was not so. In
Arabia before the time of Muhammad besides the nomadic
Bedouins there had been settled inhabitants of cities and
hamlets which had developed along the trade routes, mainly
on the caravan road from the south to the north, from Yemen
to Palestine, Syria, and the Sinaitic peninsula. The richest
among the cities along the route was Mecca (Macoraba in
ancient writings), famous long before the time of Muham-
mad. There were many Jews and Christians among the
1 La Vie de Saint Gr/goire le D/capotite et Us Slaves Macedmiens au IXt siecle,
ed. F. Dvornik (Paris, 1926), p. 53 (par. 9).